Experiential Learning Meeting

Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Meeting Notes

Attendees:  Therese Brown, Lead; 

· Emphasis on how to bring key strategies to Construction Trades Academy:  Relevancy, Rigor and Relationships
· The new construction academy pilot program will be at Prairie View High School in Adams County Brighton School District 27J.     It will be modeled on the Tennessee program and will involve both union and non-union participation.

· Therese Brown requested that everyone view the web site “If I Had A Hammer” and give her feedback on the module.  

· Therese Brown will set up a “pilot” curriculum design session.


Need to identify contractors and faculty who would be interested in participation 
in a design session.  Session to be held the first or second week of February and 
should be 1 ½ hours – 2 hours in length.



*  Participation needs to include 5 reps from each district:  an 



    administrator, principal, faculty from English, math and science areas.



*  May be held at Mountain Range High School at 128th & Huron



*  Needs to involve rural & urban districts.



*  Contextural Instruction necessary.



*  Career orientation necessary

· Areas for construction academy include:  masonry, electric, plumbing, carpentry.

· Suggestion was made that visits be made to union shops that already have training areas in process to see what works best for different areas.

· Decision regarding the need to keep a narrow focus as we begin the academy.  

· There is a need to develop leaders rather than followers.   Critical thinking, safety awareness must be built into curriculum.  
· Rich Gorman of Tetra Tech will provide a name of a contact with the Society of American Military Engineers to tour the construction camp at the Air Force Academy.    (John.mullans@comcast.net.

· “Breaking Ranks” training will be Janaury 19 & 20 at Brighton.
