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December 21, 2005

Letter of Recommendation for the Adams County Education Consortium (ACEC)

I am writing to endorse the Adams County Education Consortium (ACEC), a much needed initiative that will establish a forward-thinking relationship between the business community, education providers and the existing and future employees in Adams County.  The City of Federal Heights is a comparatively small jurisdiction in the Denver metropolitan area and has a challenging demographic composition.  Having a functional and dynamic partnership between the business community and education providers is critical to open doors of opportunity for Federal Heights’ population.  In addition, as a small business owner, I can attest to the importance of a business – education partnership!
Adams County is one of the fastest growing counties in the Denver metro area, and local businesses are dissatisfied with the basic skills of the students applying for entry into the workforce.  Additionally, students continue to be directed away from certification and trade professions in spite of market demands.  Growth occupations require education and training that our current population is not pursuing, and we routinely have the highest unemployment rate in the area which must be addressed to better prepare our residents for lifelong learning. 

The ACEC is committed to addressing this shortfall by providing career instruction and readiness preparation for all learner groups which will positively impact the immediate and long term needs of our rapidly growing communities.  This is an investment in our county’s economic development and viability, and will make certain that our workforce will be able to secure well paying and long lasting careers.

As an employer in Adams County, I require access to a workforce that has the essential skills and proper certification necessary to meet the objectives of my company, and I am confident that ACEC will address my needs.  I therefore offer my support for this effort and will be an active participant in the development and implementation of ACEC.

Sincerely,

Dale Sparks
Dale Sparks, Mayor

City of Federal Heights
