ADAMS COUNTY EDUCATION CONSORTIUM

Minutes

February 15, 2006

In attendance:  Jenny Alber, Laura Barribo, Bill Becker, Therese Brown, Yvonne Castaneda, David Cesna, Lanny Cook, Jay Demore, Nita Laramie-Eaton, Janie Goodwin, Greg Goode, Fran Groff-Gonzales, Deb Harvey, Erin Hoag, David Holland, Michele Kelley, Jeanne Kerr, Marianna Ledezma, Roger McPherson, Jim Neubecker, Patty O’Connor, Stan Perea, Traci Sanchez, Susan Scott, Jamie Skaronea, Marcia Stafford, Gully Stanford, Lee Searcy, Danny Sisneros, Sandy Steiner, Pam Trujillo, Dan Vallez
We had two guest speakers this month.   The first was author Stan Perea who wrote The New America:  The America of the Moo-Shoo Burrito.   Author Perea spoke on the changing cultures in America and the major disconnect that is occurring in communities across the country.   He spoke of the needed balance between individualistic and relational communities.  As he worked with Adams School District 50 to develop a community resource center, his primary question to them was, “Do you really…really….really…..want to engage the community?”   He then described the kind of commitment it would take to make the necessary changes in an effective way.
The second speaker was Dan Vallez of District 50 who has become the leader of the program that developed as a direct result of Stan Perea’s primary question…a program called VOICES.   Dan addressed many of the issues facing the families in our local communities and some of the ways VOICES has been addressing these issues.   Although the organization is only a year old, they have initiated many activities focused on the relational aspects of the community.   
Operating with a base of volunteers only, VOICES has developed a language academy of Spanish→ English and English → Spanish classes and then bringing the classes together for potlucks where only Spanish or English can be spoken.  These potlucks have been enormously popular with the groups.     VOICES has also provided families with resources to help them in times of crisis and just in times of particular need.  They have given classes to parents on such issues as gangs and meth labs.   
The River of Light Enterprises held a Thanksgiving Dinner for local families.   Dan also spoke on the need for more teacher ↔ parent involvement.  They are providing tax preparation help for families.   With Starbucks as their partners, they are planning to hold summer academies to help students.  There will also be a ‘Back to School’ community outreach.
Reconnecting your passion to your work is a key strategy for VOICES.   This initiative focuses on taking care of staff within the schools because they live in the communities and know what impacts students and their families and what doesn’t.   They need to be listened to and their suggestions need to be taken seriously.

Another challenge we need to face is the disconnect between the long-time residents of our communities and the new populations that are moving into our communities.   We need to actively seek ways to bridge the gaps and help the different cultures know and understand one another.

It was suggested that the VOICES program be considered by the ACEC Community Services team as a possible program to expand throughout Adams County.   Sandy encouraged the CS team to meet with Dan to discuss possible ways to implement such a program on a county wide scale.

Team leaders gave a brief update on the current status of their team activities. 

Community Services Team – Debbie Woodward – working on the resource guide.   Monthly meeting postponed temporarily.   Will consider VOICES program at next meeting – date to be announced.

Experiential Learning – Therese Brown – Team is working on set of standards to be submitted to superintendents for approval.   Standards will include basic skills learning and inclusion of job related skills that can be incorporated into standard curriculum.

Professional Development – Workforce Connect is coming together nicely.  Any businesses that would like to participate should contact Michael Zekonis or Jane Froman at Front Range Community College for information.

The next ACEC monthly meeting will be on March 15, 2006, 7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. at the ACED office.

