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Regional Education Consortium Coordinates First Ever Employer/Educator Event for Adams County
53 Metro Employers Open their Doors to Adams County Educators
and Demonstrate the World of Work

Adams County, Colo. –  Celebrating its first year as the state’s only county-wide education and business partnership, the Adams County Education Consortium (“ACEC”) adds “WorkforceConnect” to its event schedule June 19 – 23, 2006.  “WorkforceConnect” is a weeklong program designed to increase awareness among area educators about the careers available for students and the skills students will need to possess to be successful in these positions.
Local kindergarten through 14th grade educators will spend the week visiting Front Range businesses.  Participants will receive first-hand experience with companies; learn about their products and services, future economic outlook, hiring trends and needs, career paths and critical skills required for success.   In addition, they will get an overview of the industrial and employment base of Adams County.  The overview will include new developments and company expansions offering opportunities for well-prepared students.

Each participant will have the opportunity to choose up to eleven businesses to visit during the course of the week.  Industry worksites will include areas of insurance, law, finance, real estate, information technology, arts, trades, energy, government, photonics, healthcare, manufacturing, construction, transportation and small businesses.  Groups of 8 – 10 educators will visit sites, have the opportunity to learn about the organization, and build ongoing relationships with business community leaders.  

In addition to the business tours, the participants will listen to a panel discussion, entitled, “Business Resources for the Classroom.”  Panelists will represent various Colorado business organizations, including: SCORE Counselors to Small Business, Colorado Council on Economic Education, Young Americans Center for Financial Education and Colorado Society of CPAs.

For the wrap-up on Friday, Bill Becker, President, Adams County Economic Development will provide an economic overview of the growth of the county, the latest employer announcements and the projections for growth and how they correspond to the careers available.  Dr. Mike Paskewicz, Superintendent of Adams 12 Five Star Schools and Chair of ACEC will speak on the importance of programs like this to the ongoing enhancement of education in this era of global competition and immense technical change.
Workforce Connect is an initiative of the Adams County Education Consortium, a collaborative effort among the Adams County school districts, post secondary education, local governments, Adams County Workforce and Business Center, community-based organizations and the business community to enhance the academic skills development, career exploration and relevant work-ready skills for all learner groups in Adams County.  
PARTICIPATING COMPANIES

Accent Windows ∙ Allegro Coffee ∙ Americana Sportswear ∙ Ball Corporation Packaging ∙ B T Construction ∙ Business Controls ∙ Caterpillar ∙ Center for Transportation Safety ∙ CITC Construction Training Council of Colorado ∙ City of Northglenn ∙ Coet & Coet PC, CPA ∙ Corporate Express ∙ Cummins Rocky Mountain ∙ Cushman & Wakefield of Colorado, Inc. ∙ Data 393 ∙ Decisioneering ∙ Denver Center for the Performing Arts ∙ Denver Merchandise Mart ∙ Denver Newspaper Agency ∙ Denver Windustrial ∙ Design Fabricators ∙ DeVry University ∙ Donnelson, Goodwin & Juarez ∙ East Balt Denver ∙ Echo Star ∙ Emily Griffith Opportunity School ∙ Federal Reserve ∙ Goodwill ∙ H Richey, Inc. ∙ Heritage Bank ∙ Internal Revenue Service ∙ Meadowlark Optics ∙ Microsoft ∙ OpenLogic ∙ OZ Architects ∙ Parsons & Brinckerhoff ∙ Pavestone ∙ Peterson Fluid Systems ∙ Pinkard Construction Co ∙ Pipefitters 208 ∙ Plumbers Local 3 ∙ Precast Concepts ∙ Rally Software Development ∙ Ramada Plaza & Conf Center ∙ Rocky Mountain Masonry Institute (RMMI) ∙ RTD ∙ Safeway Distribution Center ∙ Six Flags - Elitches ∙ St. Anthony's Hospital ∙ Supper Solutions ∙ Valley Bank & Trust ∙ Wells Fargo Bank ∙ Xcel Energy
PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS 
Participants in this program include representatives from the school districts of Adams 12, Adams 50 Adams 27J and Front Range Community College.

ABOUT ADAMS COUNTY EDUCATION CONSORTIUM (ACEC)
Adams County Education Consortium is a 501 ( c ) 3, non-profit, county-wide, educational initiative established to enhance educational relevance and successful completion rates for all learner groups in the county.   Founded to focus on creating greater relevance in classroom instruction and greater work readiness for all learner groups throughout Adams County Colorado, ACEC includes representation from the Adams County school districts, post secondary education, local governments, community based organizations, Adams County Workforce and Business Center and the business community.  For more information on ACEC, visit our website at www.adamscountyeducation.org. ACEC is a sister agency to Adams County Economic Development (ACED).

ABOUT ADAMS COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (ACED)
Adams County Economic Development, Inc. (ACED) is a private, nonprofit full-service economic development organization serving Adams County, which is predicted to be the fastest-growing county in Colorado over the next 20 years.  Adams County includes 1,182 square miles, nine municipalities, 8,600 businesses and a total population of 400,000.  ACED is dedicated to playing a leadership role in aggressively driving economic vitality and sustainable business development in the region.  For more information on ACED, visit our Web site at www.adamscountyed.com
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